
first responders in the instance 

of an emergency. 

  Additionally, I, along with 

Congresswoman Ileana Ros-

Lehtinen, have introduced H.R. 

327, the National Hurricane 

Research Initiative Act of 2009, 

a comprehensive hurricane 

research bill which will im-

prove hurricane research dra-

matically in the United States.  

The bill authorizes $2.35 bil-

lion in critical hurricane re-

search funding to help scien-

tists study and better under-

stand how hurricanes form and 

intensify, as well as enhance 

early warning systems, infra-

structure durability standards, 

and hurricane tracking and 

prediction capabilities. 

  As you begin to prepare for 

this year's hurricane season, it 

may be helpful to visit 

www.floridadisaster.org for 

assistance and information 

regarding hurricane prepara-

tion.  [Continued on Page 4] 

  I have also been working with 

my colleagues in Congress to 

develop and implement a com-

prehensive plan to rehabilitate 

the Herbert Hoover Dike 

around Lake Okeechobee.  

This would prevent a breach in 

the dike from a major hurri-

cane, which threatens cities 

and towns in Palm Beach 

County and places thousands 

of people at risk. 

  In Congress, I have intro-

duced H.R. 645, the National 

Emergency Centers Establish-

ment Act of 2009, which would 

create six National Emergency 

Centers throughout the United 

States to better respond to 

national emergencies.  The 

centers would provide tempo-

rary housing, medical, and 

humanitarian assistance, in-

cluding education for individu-

als and families displaced due 

to an emergency.  In addition, 

the centers will also serve as a 

centralized location for the 

training and coordination of 

Legislation, S. 896, to 

reduce the number of mort-

gage foreclosures and en-

hance mortgage credit 

availability passed both 

U.S. chambers and was 

signed into law on May 20, 

2009.  The bill, sponsored 

by Sen. Christopher Dodd, 

D-CT, garnered wide-

spread bipartisan support. 

FEMA has approved more 

than $2.1 million in fed-

eral disaster aid targeting 

individuals eligible for 

assistance in 17 counties, 

throughout north Florida, 

who experienced losses 

from severe March 26-

May 5 storms.  As of May 

15th, 923 applicants regis-

tered for help. 

H 
urricane Season is 

upon us in Florida.  

Although hurricane 

predictions for 

2009 have been downgraded, it 

is prudent to be prepared—it 

only takes one storm to wipe 

out a state.  As Hurricane Sea-

son begins on June 1, it is criti-

cal that all Floridians are ade-

quately prepared for the possi-

bility of a severe storm. 

  I have continued to work 

closely with federal, state, and 

local agencies, as well as with 

my colleagues in Congress, to 

ensure that the necessary re-

sources are in place in order to 

respond to a natural disaster in 

an expeditious manner.  In 

particular, I have continued to 

push for much-needed reform 

as it relates to prioritizing 

power restoration, debris re-

moval, getting generators at gas 

stations, and ensuring tempo-

rary housing is available to 

those individuals who have 

been displaced. 

We Must Be Prepared for Hurricane Season 
By U.S. Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, D-FL 
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U.S. Rep. Ron Klein, D-

FL, introduced H.R. 

2555 on May 21, in a 

renewed attempt to 

launch a federal insur-

ance backstop to spread 

catastrophic risks and 

limit exposure for private 

insurers through the issu-

ance of bonds.  States 

would be able to opt in. 

A Spreadsheet of Floridaôs Funding 

From the ARRA of 2009 May be Viewed 

Here .  The Document is Listed Under 

ñApplying for Fundsò and was Provided 

Courtesy of Langton Associates of  

Jacksonville, Florida.  
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$487 million for the Emer-

gency Management Perform-

ance Grants, to fund the devel-

opment of emergency manage-

ment systems to respond to 

natural disasters and other 

emergencies. 

Support for Public Broad-

casting  

  On May 15, Senator Nelson 

cosigned a letter to the Senate 

Appropriations Committee 

requesting that the committee 

maintain the two-year advance 

appropriation for the Corpora-

tion for Public Broadcasting, 

and authorize $542 million for 

FY 2012.  This amount would 

ensure that public broadcasters 

receive sufficient funding to 

maintain programming in the 

wake of severe declines in 

fundraising and foundation 

funding.  The letter also sup-

ports $32 million for the Ready 

to Learn Program and $17 mil-

lion for the Ready to Teach 

Program.  Both programs pro-

vide resources to public broad-

casters for television-based 

early childhood learning and 

reading programs. 

Graduate Medical Education 

(GME) Bill  

  During May, Senator Nelson 

introduced S. 973, the Resident 

Physician Shortage Reduction 

Act of 2009.  This bill will en-

hance America’s health care 

infrastructure by expanding the 

number of Medicare-supported 

physician residency training 

positions by 15%, or roughly 

15,000, as recommended in 

2007 by the Council on Gradu-

ate Medical Education.  The 

number of Medicare-supported 

physician residencies in the US 

has been frozen since 1997. 

This has led to shortages in 

many areas, particularly in high 

growth states such as Florida. 

Office of Senator Bill Nelson 

U 
.S. Senator Bill 

Nelson is a cospon-

sor of S. 1023, the 

Travel Promotion 

Act of 2009, which promotes 

travel to the U.S.  The bill initi-

ates a nationally coordinated 

travel promotion campaign 

established in a public-private 

partnership to increase interna-

tional travel to the United 

States.  The program will be 

funded equally by a small fee 

paid by foreign travelers visit-

ing the U.S. and matching con-

tributions from the travel indus-

try.  The tourism industry pro-

vides thousands of jobs in Flor-

ida and attracts billions of dol-

lars to the State; in 2007, tour-

ists spent $65.5 billion and the 

state received $3.9 billion in 

sales tax revenue from tourists. 

Full Funding for National 

Service Programs 

  Senator Nelson also joined a 

bipartisan group of 23 Senators 

in a letter to the Senate Appro-

priations Subcommittee on 

Labor, Health and Human Ser-

vices (HHS) and Education, 

urging the Committee to in-

clude the President’s full re-

quest for the programs of the 

Corporation for National and 

Community Service.  President 

Obama has requested $1.149 

billion for these programs in 

FY10, a $259 million (29%) 

increase over the FY09 enacted 

level.  The funds would bolster 

existing service programs and 

would invest in new initiatives 

created by the recently enacted 

“Edward M. Kennedy Serve 

America Act,” S. 277.  Senator 

Nelson was a cosponsor of S. 

277, in addition to being an 

original co-sponsor of four 

stand-alone bills (S. 464, S. 

465, S. 466, and S. 467) that 

were included as major provi-

sions of S. 277. 

Funding for Job Corps 

  In another letter to the Senate 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

on Labor, HHS and Education, 

Senator Nelson joined 36 of his 

colleagues in requesting that Job 

Corps be funded at $1.86 billion 

for FY10.  The funding would 

maintain student services at the 

existing 123 Job Corps centers 

operating across the country, 

including five locations in Flor-

ida.  Job Corps centers employ 

about 15,000 people nationwide 

and provide about 60,000 disad-

vantaged youth with educa-

tional, vocational, and social 

skills each year.  According to a 

recent Labor Department analy-

sis, 85% of Job Corps graduates 

obtain jobs, enlist in the mili-

tary, or pursue higher education. 

Supporting Programs for 

Neighborhood Revitalization 

  Senator Nelson cosigned a 

letter to the Transportation, 

Housing and Urban Develop-

ment Appropriations Subcom-

mittee in support of increased 

funding for the Community 

Development Block Grants 

(CDBG) Program for FY10.  

The CDBG Program is the cen-

terpiece of the federal govern-

ment’s efforts to help states and 

localities meet the needs of low-

income communities.  The pro-

gram funds vital housing reha-

bilitation, supportive services, 

public improvements, and eco-

nomic development projects in 

communities across the nation. 

Funding Legal Services 

  Additionally, Senator Nelson 

was one of 53 Senators to sign a 

letter to the Labor, HHS, and 

Education Appropriations Sub-

committee requesting at least 

$395 million in authorized fund-

ing for the Legal Services Cor-

poration.  

Emergency Management Per-

formance Grants 

  Thirty-seven senators, includ-

ing Senator Nelson, signed a 

letter to the Homeland Security 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

requesting funding of at least 

Legislative Update from U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, D-FL 

Federal Focus Page 2 

 

This Monthôs                  

Featured Grant               
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American Recovery and 
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2009 Early Head Start 

Expansion Grants  
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You may either call 904-398-

8586 or send an email to:  

rsvpevent@martinez.senate.gov. 

Free Press in Cuba 

  On May 15th, the Senate unani-

mously passed S. Res. 149, a 

resolution expressing solidarity 

with the writers, journalists, and 

librarians of Cuba to mark 

World Press Freedom Day, 

which was May 3, 2009.  The 

resolution was authored by 

Senator Martinez and co-

sponsored by Senators Bob Me-

nendez, D-NJ, Lindsey Graham, 

R-SC, John Ensign, R-NV, 

George Voinovich, R-OH, Bill 

Nelson, D-FL, and Richard 

Lugar, R-IN. 

  “In Cuba, the repressive regime 

has gone to great lengths to ex-

tinguish freedom of press, and of 

expression, and of independent 

thought.  Many have had their 

homes invaded, their families 

blacklisted, and their lives ruined 

for merely reporting the facts 

about the reality of Cuba under 

the Castro Brothers’ dictator-

ship,” Senator Martinez said.  “I 

am pleased my fellow senators 

joined me in calling for an end to 

this obstruction of fundamental 

human rights and for the release 

of those held for exercising their 

fundamental rights.”  “The U.S. 

should continue to stand with the 

Cuban people who still can’t 

exercise the most basic of liber-

ties—freedom of speech and 

having an uncensored free 

press,” said Senator Nelson. 

  The resolution calls for the 

immediate release of Cuban 

citizens imprisoned for exercis-

ing rights associated with free-

dom of the press. 

Credit Card Reform 

  Senators Martinez and Nelson 

also supported H.R. 627, the 

Credit Card Reform bill, which 

was passed by both chambers 

and signed by the President on 

May 22, 2009. 

Office of Senator Mel Martinez 

R 
eacting on May 26 

to the President’s 

nomination of 

Judge Sonia So-

tomayor to serve as Associate 

Justice on the United States 

Supreme Court, Senator Mel 

Martinez said, “During the 

twenty-five years I spent in 

Florida courts, I gained a great 

respect for our judicial system 

and the importance it plays in 

our society.  At the apex of 

this system is the Supreme 

Court of the United States.  

On that court, we must have 

the very best.” 

 “As an Hispanic-American, I 

take great pride in seeing the 

nomination of an Hispanic 

person to serve in this high 

position—an historic first.  

Judge Sonia Sotomayor’s per-

sonal life story is one of great 

accomplishments and a source 

of inspiration; it also demon-

strates the great opportunities 

our nation has to offer.” 

  “The appointment and con-

firmation of Federal judges is 

the only time that the Consti-

tution brings all three 

branches of our government 

together into one unified proc-

ess.  These unique opportuni-

ties require that all partici-

pants work to ensure the proc-

ess is both fair and thorough. 

When it comes to judicial 

candidates, we ought to look 

at experience, fairness, impar-

tiality, temperament, and 

knowledge of the law.  I look 

forward to participating in a 

fair and thorough process as 

the Senate conducts its consti-

tutionally-required examina-

tion of Judge Sotomayor’s 

qualifications for serving on 

the nation’s highest court.” 

First -Time Homebuyers 

  Senator Martinez has also 

announced a First-Time Home-

buyer Forum, Saturday, June 

6th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. to be held at the Univer-

sity of North Florida in Jack-

sonville, Florida. 

  The workshop will provide 

information about first-time 

homebuyer programs, apply-

ing for a FHA loan, first-time 

homebuyer tax credits, and 

credit counseling.  “Members 

of my staff, representatives 

from the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, in addition to housing 

counseling agencies and lend-

ers will be available to assist 

current or potential homebuy-

ers with any questions they 

might have,” Martinez said. 

“Countless Floridians have 

been hit by the current hous-

ing crisis; we want to ensure 

that homebuyers are educated 

about the programs and re-

sources available to them so 

they can achieve the Ameri-

can dream of homeowner-

ship.” 

  The Office of Senator Mar-

tinez and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban 

Development will be hosting 

this housing workshop to 

provide assistance to first-

time homebuyers.  Partici-

pants include:  City of Jack-

sonvil le Housing and 

Neighborhoods Department, 

Mortgage Bankers Associa-

tion of Jacksonville, North-

east Florida Association of 

Realtors, Catholic Charities 

Bureau, Family Foundations 

of Northeast Florida, Inc., 

Housing Partnership of 

Northeast Florida, Jackson-

ville Area Legal Aid, Inc., 

Neighborhood Assistance 

Corporation of America, and 

the Second Chance Help 

Center.  Several lenders also 

plan to participate.  This fo-

rum is open to the public.  

However, an RSVP is re-

quired due to limited space.  

ñCountless Floridians 

have been hit by the 

current housing crisis; 

we want to ensure that 

homebuyers are 

educated about the 

programs and resources 

available to them so they 

can achieve the 

American dream of 

homeownership.ò 

Senator Mel Martinez 
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Our Website: 

Review of Federal Funding to 
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http ://www.floridalcir.gov/User

Content/docs/File/reports/fedfu

nds05.pdf 

 

Other helpful sites: 

http://www.irs.gov/newsro

om/article/0,,id=177937,00

.html  

 Details about the

 Stimulus Package 

http://www.grants.gov/ 

 Explains how to 

find  and apply for 

federal  grants 

 

  I am also including some emer-

gency numbers which may be 

helpful as you prepare for Hurri-

cane Season: 

 FEMA (Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency) 

Registration: 1-800-621-FEMA 

(3362) 

State of Florida Emer-

gency Information 24-hour 

hotline (FEIL): 1 -800-342-3557 

State Volunteer and Do-

nations Hotline: 1-800-FL-

HELP1 (1-800-354-3571) 

American Red Cross: 1-

800-HELP-NOW (1-800-435-

7669) or Assistance 1-800-Get 

Info (1-800-438-4636) 

We Must Be Prepared for Hurricane Season 
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Elder Affairs: 1 -800-96-

ELDER (1-800-963-5337) 

Florida Power and Light: 

1-800-4-OUTAGE (1-800-468-

8243) 

Department of Financial 

Services Insurance Claim Hot-

line: 1-800-22-STORM (1-800-

227-8676) 

Attorney General's Price 

Gouging Hotline: 1-800-646-

0444 

 Agricultural and Con-

sumer Services Price Gouging 

Hotline: 1-800-HELP-FLA (1-

800-435-7352) 

Please know that my office is 

Now Available on               

LCIRôs Website: 

Federal Funding to Florida in   

Fiscal Year 2007 
http://www.floridalcir.gov/UserContent/

docs/File/reports/fedfunds07.pdf 
 

Additional Helpful Sites: 

To Monitor Floridaôs Recovery           

Efforts and View the Latest Funding 

Activities Visit                                          

Flarecovery.com 

 

Florida’s Revised ARRA Fiscal   

Stabilization Fund Application and 

Waiver 

http://flarecovery.com/_resources/docu

ments/revised-sfsf-application-and-

waiver.pdf 

 

Florida’s Revised ARRA            

Transportation Certification 

http://flarecovery.com/_resources/docu

ments/kopelousas-to-lahood-1511-

certification-05-12-09.pdf 

here to assist you with any ques-

tion that you might have about 

this hurricane season. 

Congressman Alcee L. Hastings 

represents Floridaôs 23rd Dis-

trict, which includes parts of 

Broward, Palm Beach, Hendry,  

Martin, and St. Lucie Counties.  

He currently serves as Co-Chair 

of Floridaôs congressional dele-

gation and the Commission on 

Security and Cooperation in 

Europe (the U.S. Helsinki Com-

mission).  He is also Vice-

Chairman of the House Perma-

nent Select Committee on Intelli-

gence and the Senior Member of 

the Committee on Rules, where 

he serves as Chair of the Legis-

lative and Budget Process Sub-

committee. 

Florida Legislative Committee on Intergovernmental Relations 

Created in 1977 as the Advisory Council on Intergovernmental Relations and renamed the Florida Legislative Com-

mittee on Intergovernmental Relations (LCIR) in 1996, the Committee is statutorily authorized to do the following: 

1) Serve as a forum for the discussion and study of intergovernmental problems. 

2) Evaluate the interrelationships among local, regional, state, interstate, and federal agencies in the provision of 

public services and prepare studies and recommendations to improve organizational structure, operational effi-

ciency, allocation of functional responsibility, and the delivery of service. 

3) Analyze the structure, functions, revenue requirements and fiscal policies of the state and its political subdivi-

sions. 

4) Examine proposed and existing federal and state programs. 

5) Review the research and recommendations of national commissions studying local government relationships and 

problems. 

6) Analyze the fiscal impact of new state programs or amendments to existing programs on municipalities and 

counties. Section 11.70, F.S.(2006). 

The Public Is Welcome to Attend 

Energizing Floridaôs Economy:  A Seminar on the 

Florida Stimulus Package 

Florida Economic Stimulus Special Advisor                

Don Winstead and Select Agency Officials Will Explain 

How Targeted Stimulus Funds Will Impact Floridians. 

May 30, 2009/10a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Florida International University  

For Details and to RSVP Click Here 

http://www.floridalcir.gov/UserContent/docs/File/reports/fedfunds05.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=177937,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=177937,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=177937,00.html
http://www.floridalcir.gov/UserContent/docs/File/reports/fedfunds07.pdf
http://www.floridalcir.gov/UserContent/docs/File/reports/fedfunds07.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/revised-sfsf-application-and-waiver.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/revised-sfsf-application-and-waiver.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/revised-sfsf-application-and-waiver.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/kopelousas-to-lahood-1511-certification-05-12-09.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/kopelousas-to-lahood-1511-certification-05-12-09.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/_resources/documents/kopelousas-to-lahood-1511-certification-05-12-09.pdf
http://flarecovery.com/news/articles/may-30th-seminar-on-florida-stimulus-package

